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IARC Monographs Volume 112:

evaluation of five organophosphate insecticides and herb
icides
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Lyon, France, 20 March 2015 - The International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC), the specialized cancer agency
of the World Health Organization, has assessed the carcinog
enicity of five organophosphate pesticides. A summary of the
final evaluations together with a short rationale have now
been published online in The Lancet Oncology, and the detail
ed assessments will be published as Volume 112 of the IARC M
onographs.
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What were the results of the IARC evaluations?
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The herbicide glyphosate and the insecticides malathion
and diazinon were classified as probably carcinogenic to hum
ans (Group 24A).

PREFE B GEREMHE) SR EN DML RS E K
AR REBUEN” (4 2M) .

The insecticides tetrachlorvinphos and parathion were cl
assified as possibly carcinogenic to humans (Group 2B).

RBEARHREMULERW KN “HAXTRAZEL (4
2B) .

What was the scientific basis of the IARC evaluations?
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The pesticides tetrachlorvinphos and parathion were clas
sified as possibly carcinogenic to humans (Group 2B) based o
n convincing evidence that these agents cause cancer in labo
ratory animals.

RBEARHREMULERW KN “HAXTRAZEL (4
2B) FETIX MR A A LI E 2 A B .

For the insecticide malathion, there is limited evidence
of carcinogenicity in humans for non—-Hodgkin Iymphoma and p
rostate cancer. The evidence in humans is from studies of ex
posures, mostly agricultural, in the USA, Canada, and Sweden

published since 2001. Malathion also caused tumours in rode
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